
major export  
markets tonnes 
244,460 t 
Greater  
China 

86,269 t 
Japan

73,984 t 
Singapore

61,858 t 
Malaysia 

51,843 t 
Indonesia

ABOUT THE  
AUSTRALIAN 
DAIRY INDUSTRY

value of farmgate  
production

$ 4.8  
billion

43,500
Dairy industry workforce

29%
of milk 
production 
is exported

annual per capita 
consumption

97 litres
milk

13.6 kg
cheese

4th
Dairy is Australia’s fourth 
largest rural industry

total annual 
milk production 

8,776
million litres

average annual milk 
production per cow

6,170
litres

australian milk utilisation 
39% Cheese 

32% Drinking milk

22%  Skim milk 
powder 
or butter

4%  Whole milk 
powder 

3% Other

average herd size

279
cows

australian  
dairy herd 

1.41 
million
cows

annual production 
of main commodities 
371,131 tonnes
Cheese 

185,316 tonnes
Milk powders

72,548 tonnes
Butter

AS AT 30 JUNE 2020


